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Urban development and sprawl have historically taken one approach to wetland management, drain and fill.  Reasons for “reclaiming” wetlands in growing urban environs included acquiring land for building and draining wet mosquito habitat.  Historically, this was especially important in areas where yellow fever was endemic. Wetlands have been drained and filled and cities build and developed without regard to the benefits, or sometimes necessity, for harmonizing where and how people live with the natural landscape and landscape functions that characterize the area.  The science of wetland restoration and conservation continues to develop in parallel with the social sciences that support urban and social systems and planning.  Approaches that integrate hydrology, geology, ecology, sociology, civil engineering, economics, green building technology, landscape architecture, and other disciplines are needed to create cities that function and benefit from the natural ecological processes that were often the features that led to the development of a city at a particular location.  Assigning monetary values to ecological services has been difficult or impossible in many cases; however, the impacts of system failures and natural disasters have both a human and economic costs that we must consider.  The relationships among wetlands, coastal habitats, the Mississippi Delta, and the city of New Orleans will be discussed in the context of the need for new thinking in order to harmonize natural and urban landscapes for the future.  
