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Gord MacPherson
The Toronto And Region Conservation Authority Role In Improving Aquatic Habitat Along The Toronto Waterfront - a story of planning, cooperation, and implementation.

On the Lake Ontario coastline, for over forty years, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority has been responsible for shoreline management along Canada’s largest urban centre, the Toronto Waterfront.  Early works included planning and building a series of regional waterfront parks and shoreline erosion control projects.  Since the mid 1980’s, these effort have included the integration of aquatic and terrestrial habitats in a concerted effort to improve the ecological integrity of the shoreline.

All of the habitat improvements have been formed from the development of strategic integrated shoreline planning and detail site specific planning. Our latest planning effort is the Toronto Aquatic Habitat Restoration Strategy.  This document outlines existing bio-physical shoreline conditions, a compendium of habitat techniques and a strategic implementation plan.  A product of this strategy has been a strong consensus and agreement among the various regulatory agencies.  This group have now formed Aquatic Habitat Toronto and provide a streamlined review and approval process for projects affecting aquatic habitats.

Toronto has ambitious plans for revitalizing the waterfront.  Included in these plans are a new public promenade and amenities along the city harbourfront, a naturalized mouth of the Don River and the creation of Tommy Thompson Park (a unique urban wilderness Area).  Integral to each of these projects is a commitment to restoring aquatic habitat.
