Restoration Strategies in the Cootes Paradise Marsh: Making a Difference with Carp Exclusion
Located at the most westerly tip of Lake Ontario, Cootes Paradise is a 250 ha Class 1 wetland surrounded by expanding urban areas. The marsh is considered one of the most important waterfowl staging habitats on the lower Great Lakes and the largest nursery habitat for fish in the region. However, during the past century the growing urban area has greatly impacted water quality and quantity through changes to the lake and river water cycles and excessive inputs of sediment and nutrients. The outcome has been a loss of most of the native flora and fauna, resulting in domination by exotic plants and animals. In an effort to restore the marshes, the Royal Botanical Gardens joined with other interested stakeholders under the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan, with the goal of eliminating the underlying stressors and restoring the natural conditions, thereby allowing the marsh to regenerate and become self sustaining. Project Paradise began in 1992 with a focus on the restoration of fish and wildlife habitat in the marsh. The most noteworthy successes of Project Paradise have stemmed from the installation of a two way fish barrier that operates to keep a key invader, the Common carp (Cyprinus carpio), out of the marsh. The successes achieved in carp exclusion have been paramount towards improvements in water quality, broad scale native species population recovery, wetland plant regeneration, and community education.

