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The Historic Cuyahoga River

Å112 miles long

ÅDrains 812 sq. miles thru 91 local 
governments in 6 counties

ÅCenterpiece of Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park

Å1.2 million people- unchanged 
since the 1970s

ÅEnters Lake Erie in center of 
Cleveland - shipping and 
industrial Center



Catalyst for the Clean Water Movement

Å 1969- Infamous Fire

2009 is 40th Anniversary

Å 1972- Clean Water Act &     

USEPA

Å 1973- Ohio EPA

Å 1985- IJC defines 42 Areas 

of Concern of RAPs- BUIs 

emphasize Water Quality

Å 1986- Formation of RAPs 

as Community Driven 

efforts



Å1988- CRCPO Organized as 501(c)3 to support Cuyahoga 

RAP (fragile funding model)

Å1998- American Heritage River Presidential 

Designation

ïRediscover, Respect, Revitalize Ohioôs American 

Heritage River

ïLinks Environment - Economy ïHeritage

ïOne of 14 rivers- National support network

Related Actions



American Heritage Rivers



Related Actions

Å2006 Great Lakes Regional Collaborative

ïNew plan to focus Federal efforts-

reemphasizes importance of AOCs & RAPs 



CRCPO Branding

ÅTo be perceived as: 

ïFriendly, Knowledgeable & Supportive

ïA Catalyst to Assemble Assetsfor 

Collaborative Problem Solving



CLEERTEC



ÅPlace-based Business and Job Formation

ÅFocus on Environmental restoration & 

ÅEmerging technology

ÅFocal point for Public-Private Partnerships for 

problem solving

CLEERTEC



Substantial projected new federal funding especially 

opportunities emerging from the Great Lakes Regional 

Collaborative for Great Lakes cleanup has the potential to 

provide capital and significant additional market demand 

for environmental restoration providers.



CLEERTEC a Local Resource
CLEERTEC is a Community Resource Tool

ÅFacilitate the conversion of promising ideas into 

ÅEnvironmental remedial action, 

ÅRegional business development and local jobs.



CLEERTEC Model 
ÅDevelop a networkof interested & skilled collaborators.

ÅIdentify and merge Great Lakes Restoration prioritiesas 

defined in the GLRC with technology driven ideas for 

environmental restoration

ÅHelp shape and integrate viable ideas into a problem solving-

based business concept. 

ÅHelp secure regulatory supportfor innovative restoration 

solutions



CLEERTEC Model (cont.)

ÅPromote pilot projects to help attract investment capital to 

the business concept for incubation

ÅAdd businesses and jobsgrowth to the region

ÅReduce environmental impairmentsto the river

ÅIncrease community supportfor our ñRiver of Recoveryò



Ship Channel

ÅGateway between Natural river and Lake Erie

ÅLower 5.6 miles of River 

ÅOutlet of the 812 square miles Cuyahoga River Watershed

ÅContributes to the Area of Concern (AOC) Designation 



Ship Channel

ÅDredged to 23 feet from avg 6 foot natural

ÅSlow Flow: Low D.O. / Sediment Deposition

Å55,000 feet of armored shore of which 22,000 used for 

freight activity

ÅArmored shore line: Barren / No Shelter/ No Food for 

migrating Larval fish



Similar context to over 130 navigable 

ports in Great Lakes

Ship Channel



Problem- Armored Shoreline: 

ÅAging / Expensive to replace 

ÅNeed to preserve Maritime Commerce

ÅReplacement ñas isò provides no 

environmental restoration benefit

ÅInadequate replacement options

Ship Channel


