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The Hamilton Harbour Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Restoration Project contributes to 
the delisting of Hamilton Harbour as Area of 
Concern by addressing the following 
beneficial use impairments:

ÁDegradation of fish and wildlife populations

ÁLoss of fish and wildlife habitat

ÁRestriction on fish and wildlife consumption

ÁTainting of fish and wildlife flavour

ÁEutrophication or undesirable algae 

Beneficial Use Impairments



ÁHistorically toxic substances, excessive 
nutrients and reduced oxygen have 
affected the health of fish and wildlife

Degradation of fish and wildlife 
populations



Harbour Infilling
Å25% of surface area of the 

harbour infilled since the 
1800s

ÅLoss of 65% of the original 
fish and wildlife habitat
ïCreek estuaries and wetlands

Harbour filling since 1800



Purpose

The Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project 
is an initiative implementing the Hamilton 
Harbour RAP.

Its purpose is to:

Åcreate and restore fish and wildlife habitat

Åprovide through research and monitoring, 
techniques for restoring similar Great Lakes 
habitat

Åimprove the quality of Hamilton Harbour 
through modifications to the ecosystem



Long Term Objectives:

Å improve water quality

Åalter the fish community from one dominated by pollution 
tolerant fish species to a community dominated by native 
fish species and controlled by top  predators

Åprovide spawning, nursery and adult habitats for fish

Å recover lost wetlands, to create habitats for shorebirds, 
waterfowl, reptiles, amphibians and mammals

Å create nesting and loafing habitats for colonial nesting 
birds (Caspian Tern, Common Tern, Black -crowned Night 
Heron, Herring Gull)

Åprovide access to the waterfront

Å improve aesthetics in the harbour

Åprovide educational opportunities



FISH & WILDLIFE AREAS

Marsh Restoration

Fish Habitat Restoration Potential

Wildlife Restoration Potential (Colonial Nesting Birds)

Fish & Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project Sites`

LEGEND
Fish and Wildlife Habitat Restoration Project
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LaSalle Park
LaSalle Park - the oldest continuously 

used public site on the harbour shoreline 

and home to a mature Carolinian forest 

along the shoreline bluffs
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RESULTSé

Å11.9 ha fish habitat

Å6.0 ha wildlife habitat 

Å1.4 km new littoral edge

Å900 m shoreline 

revegetation

Å145 m emergent shoals

Å2 spawning reefs of 950 m2

Å125 fish habitat structures

Å130 m. restored beach

Å1 km of new trail

Åpedestrian bridge

Å160 m of boardwalk

Åinterpretative signage

Increased aquatic vegetation has 

attracted fish and wildlife to the area.  

Fish diversity increased from 6 to 18  

species and trumpeter swans, a 

protected species, are migrating to the 

area. Common terns nesting on the 

constructed emergent shoals.



LaSalle Park
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Northeastern Shoreline -

originally a complex system of 

lagoons, sand beach and wetland 

replaced by a transportation and 

utility corridor, and hardened 

shoreline

Northeastern Shoreline



Northeastern Shoreline Colonial Bird Nesting Habitat






