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Chicago Park District Nature Areas

• 520+ acres 

• Over 50 nature areas 
across the city 

• Habitat Types

Dune/Beaches (8) 
Prairie/Grasslands (21)
Savanna/Woodlands (11) 
Shrublands (3) 
River Edges (10)
Wetlands (5) 
Lagoon/Ponds (23) 
Nature Gardens (9) 



Chicago Lakefront

• 26 miles of beaches 

• Important Bird Area 
designation by 
National Audubon 
Society in 2007

• 22 Public Swimming 
Beaches 

• 8 beaches have a 
Nature Areas 
component 
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Sand Erosion









Montrose Beach Dunes 

Rainbow Beach Dunes 

63rd St Beach



63rd St Beach-
Dune Beginnings 



Montrose 
Beach Dune



Montrose Upper Beach 











63rd St Beach Project Goals 

• Enhance Ecological Quality of Habitat

– Remove Invasive Plant Species

– Increase Plant Species Richness

– Improve Fish Habitat

– Improve Migratory Bird Habitat

• Reduce Sand Uplift and Erosion

• Provide Educational Opportunities 

• Provide Passive Recreation Opportunities 

Madiem Kawa



Project History

• Consult with Paul Labus, Indiana Nature  
Conservancy

• CPD Seeking Funding from Section 506, Great 
Lakes Fishery and Ecosystem Restoration

• Project was approved January 2009

• Hoping to break ground Summer 2009

• Stop grooming 

• Install fencing 



Habitat Types 
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