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Protection for Lake Michigan

Rob Rejman:  Chicago Park District



MORGAN SHOAL
Project Boundaries
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Michigan Ave

Chicago Harbor



Burnham Park 

1909 Burnham Plan

1920 South Park Commission Plan

HISTORY



COASTAL ENGINEERING



Plan Objectives

HISTORY: BURNHAM PARK FRAMEWORK 1999

ÅOrganize the park into ñPark

Linksò & ñPark Roomsò

ÅRelocate the majority of

parking

ÅIncrease parkland

ÅPreserve & enhance the natural 

landscape character

ÅReduce noise from Lake Shore Drive



Plan Objectives

HISTORY

ÅImprove access & circulation

ÅPreserve view corridors

ÅRecreate habitat &  shoreline                   

ecology

ÅCreate beaches

ÅCreate gateways

ÅComply with the Lakefront

Protection Ordinance



Lake Michigan

Existing shoreline 

Pedestrian Bridge

Pedestrian Bridge

Morgan Shoal

(ADA upgrade planned)

4
7

th
S

tr
e
e
t.

49th Street Beach

Comfort Station

CHICAGO SHORELINE PROTECTION PROJECT

North

45th Street to 51st Street

City of Chicago

Dept of Environment
Chicago Park District

U.S.  Corps 

of Engineers



EXISTING CONDITIONS
45th Street to 51st Street
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1.  View to City
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2.  Existing revetment 3.  Existing trail & comfort station



EXISTING CONDITIONS

45th Street to 51st Street

1

2
3

1.  Existing revetment

2.  Site access ï47th St. Bridge 3.  Narrow pebble beach



CHICAGO SHORELINE PROTECTION

ÅControl flooding of the park & Lake Shore Drive

ÅPrevent shoreline erosion

ÅProvide universal access to the shoreline revetment

ÅIncrease usable parkland

ÅExpand & diversify recreational & environmental amenities



PARK EXPANSION �± 37 TH TO 40 TH STREETS


