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my most important point

You are not alone ;-)
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Ecological Restoration is being done 

all over the world,

Glacier National Park, British Columbia, Canada 
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for many different reasons,

The Jarrah Forests of Australia
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by tens of thousands (millions?) of people
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What is Ecological Restoration?

ñ Ecological restoration is the process of assisting 

the recovery of an ecosystem that has been 

degraded, damaged or destroyed.  éit is an 

intentional activity that initiates or accelerates 

the recovery of an ecosystem with respect to its 

health, integrity and sustainability.ò

From the SER Primer

Available at www.ser.org
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Point #2

there are thousands upon thousands of 

restoration projects being implemented 

all over the planet



SOCIETY for ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION INTERNATIONAL

Why Ecological Restoration?

ÅTo restore the flow of ecological goods and services to highly 

disturbed areas, such as mines,  contaminated sites and 

neglected properties

ÅTo improve productive capacity and promote more 

sustainable use in degraded production lands, such as timber 

plantations and agriculture and grazing fields

ÅTo enhance biodiversity and nature conservation values both 

inside of and outside of protected areas

Å To restore ecological integrity (processes, structure, function 

and composition) over broad landscape-scale areas
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The Great Lakes Region

has a storied history of 

ecological restoration programs



SOCIETY for ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION INTERNATIONAL

Restoration Projects of the Great Lakes Region

Fermilab ïFermi National 

Accelerator Laboratory 

Batavia, Illinois

Extensive agriculture use and land 

development led to the destruction of 

almost all of Illinoisô native prairie 

habitat. In pre-settlement times, 

Illinois was home to more than 22 

million acres of prairie; today less 

than 2,000 acres exist.

Restoration of prairie at Fermilab 

began in 1971 and now contains 

approximately 1,000 acres of 

restored prairie.
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Restoration Projects of the Great Lakes Region

Chicago Wilderness

Chicago Wilderness is a 300,000 acre nature 

reserve that stretches through parts of 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and into Michigan. 

Chicago Wilderness is unique in that the 

protected land consists of forest preserves, 

state parks, federal land, county preserves, 

and privately owned land.

Some of the objectives in Chicago 

Wilderness Biodiversity Recovery 

Plan include:

ÅProtect globally and regionally 

important natural communities

ÅRestore natural communities to 

ecological health

ÅManage natural communities to sustain 

native biodiversity

ÅDevelop citizen awareness and 

understanding of local biodiversity to 

ensure support and participation

ÅFoster a sustainable relationship 

between society and nature in the region
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Restoration Projects of the Great Lakes Region

Thatcher Woods 

Oak Park, Illinois

Thatcher Woods is a 300 acre park just 

west of downtown Chicago. It is made 

up of three parcels of land: Thatcher 

Woods, Grand Army of the Republic 

(GAR), and Thomas Jefferson (TJ)  

Woods.  

More than 100 years of fire 

suppression led invasive plant species 

to overtake the native ecosystems. 

With the help of the Thatcher Woods 

Savanna Restoration Project, Thatcher 

Woods has been able to save the 

native flood plain forest and oak 

savanna.
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Restoration Projects of the Great Lakes Region

Detroit River International 

Wildlife Refuge

Grosse Ile, Michigan

In December 2001, the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge became the first 

international wildlife refuge in North America. The 5,000 acre refuge includes islands, 

coastal wetlands, marshes, shoals and riverfront lands that spread along 48 miles of the 

Detroit River and Lake Erie. The Detroit River Refuge is one of the most biodiverse 

habitats in the region.

Soft engineering has been used for the Detroit River shoreline restoration projects. This 

type of engineering improves ecological features which softens the land-water interface 

without compromising the integrity of the shoreline.   
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Windsorôs Detroit 

River shoreline

Å approx. 1 km (4%) of 

shoreline softened

Å Windsor/GLSF/ERCA 

partnerships

Langlois St. to Moy Ave. (before)

Langlois St. to Moy Ave. (after)
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Restoration of Urban Habitats

Special problems faced when dealing with urban habitats:

ÅNatural habitats in urban areas are most often only small parcels of land that 

exist as tiny remains of the original ecosystem

ÅDue to the close proximity of human habitation, illegal dumping and chemical 

contamination is often a major issue 

ÅEcosystem management  needs (e.g. prescribed fire) are often unmet due to 

human safety and comfort concerns  (real or imagined)   
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Fire is an important tool in 

ecosystem management 

that allows for natural 

maintenance of the habitat.  

Everglades National Park


