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The Mission of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.

Construction of a Permanent Sea Lamprey Trap at
Tippy Dam, Manistee River
PURPOSE: 
A permanent attractant water trap (AWT) on the Manistee River will enhance the ability of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to control sea lampreys in the Great Lakes through increased capture of spawning-phase sea lampreys during the spring migration.  Captured male sea lampreys will be used in the ongoing sterile-male-release program in the St. Marys River.  Additionally, the AWT will provide efficient and consistent capture that will improve population assessment important for monitoring effectiveness of the sea lamprey management program.   

CONSTRUCTION:
Construction of an AWT will occur during July and/or August of 2010.  This type of trap is 20% - 30% more efficient than traditional portable traps.  The AWT uses a consistent flow of water through the funnels to attract lampreys into the trap, and is not affected by changing water levels.  The trap will be constructed on the north side of the river within 10 feet of the downstream side of the coffer dam (Figure 1).  This trap will be a permanent structure and will replace the portable traps that are in place seasonally.  The overall size of the trap is approximately 8’ x 10’ with a 10’ long by 4’ wide walkway to access the trap from the shore.  During construction, flow may be diverted in the immediate vicinity of the trap, but will have very little impact on the rest of the river.  In addition to the trapping structure, some of the rock immediately downstream of the trap will be moved to the center of the river along the coffer dam which will increase the water depth in this area by about 1 foot on average.  Additional rock may be placed in the middle of the river to divert sea lampreys to the trap.  

OPERATION:
The trap will be operational from mid-April through mid- June and serviced daily during this time.  The platform will be open to the public for fishing, except for 1-2 hours each day when lampreys are removed from the trap.  The operation of this trap will not diminish fishing opportunities in the vicinity of the trap. 

CONTACT:
Jessica Barber, Fish Biologist, Marquette Biological Station, (906) 226-1241.
Figure 1.  Construction diagram for an attractant water sea lamprey trap at the Tippy Dam, Manistee River. 
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