LAMPREY HUNTERS TUTORIAL

Thank you for participating in the Lamprey Hunters program!
Your data will help to better control the vicious sea lamprey.
To participate, you will need to complete this brief tutorial, register, and be

willing to enter data into an online database periodically.

SEA LAMPREYS SUCK!

Sea lampreys invaded the upper Great Lakes in the
early twentieth century through shipping canals.

Lampreys attach to fish with a suction cup mouth
ringed with sharp teeth.

They bore a hole through the fish and feed on the
fish’s blood and body fluids.

The average lamprey will destroy 40 pounds of Great Lakes fish.
Fortunately, sea lampreys can be controlled. Lamprey populations have
been reduced by 90% in many areas of the Great Lakes, though their

populations remain too high in other areas.

Without sea lamprey control, fishery rehabilitation and stocking would be
futile. They can and must be stopped.



INFORMATION IS CRITICAL!

More information is needed on sea lampreys including data about where
they are, and in what numbers. Data are also needed on the number of
lampreys attached to fish and number of lamprey scars.

Sea lamprey control officials use this information to determine how well the
control program is working and to better understand where sea lampreys
are in the lake.

Sea lamprey control officials and fishery management agencies carry out
assessments of sea lamprey numbers and wounding rates throughout the
Great Lakes basin. Your observations will add valuable information to
these surveys. With all this information, sea lamprey control can be better
targeted.

At the end of the year, your information will be combined with observations

of other fishers and analyzed to help understand where sea lampreys are
most abundant.

FISHERS CAN HELP! HOW?

Involve Great Lakes sport and commercial fishers to increase the amount
of sea lamprey data. On each trip, fishers can record some basic
information:
= Number of hours fished
Number of anglers
Number of each species of fish caught
Number of each species without sea lamprey wounds
Number of lampreys attached to each species
Number of healed and fresh sea lamprey wounds
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RECORDING USEFUL DATA

» Keeping good records is easy and essential.

» Forms for on-board record-keeping are available through this website
(“forms and instructions™).

» Entering data into the online database is also easy.
- Please record every trip taken, even if you catch only a few fish.
- Examine every fish on both sides and record number of attached

lampreys and number of fresh and healed wounds, if any. Also record
information even if the fish has no wounds.

- Do not alter your fishing practices to accommodate this program.

DEFINITIONS

» Catch - this means all caught fish even those that are landed in the boat
and released.

» Attached lampreys - the lamprey must be attached to the fish after it is
brought in the boat.

» Fresh wound
— Definite opening through skin into muscle
— Skin rough to touch and white, no healing
— Scales missing, scale pockets easily observed

Fresh wounds




Healed wound

— No exposed muscle

— Skin completely healed and re-pigmented
— Completely healed mark

— Regenerated scales

Healed wounds




PROCEDURES

Record daily trip information using the daily log, tally log individual or tally
log summary forms. Forms are available for download through the lamprey

hunters website (www.glfc.org/lampreyhunters).

Again, it is very important to enter data about fish caught, even if

there are no sea lamprey attached or wounds.
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ENTERING DATA

Enter the data from the data form into the online database in the fields
provided.

Online database: www.glfc.org/lampreyhunters, then select “submit your
data.”

Data can be entered after each trip or tallied for several trips during a two-
week period (maximum).

The online form will look like this:
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THANK YOU!

- Again, thank you for participating in the Lamprey Hunters program.

- After registering, you will receive a password by email. You may change
your password if you wish by logging out and choosing “change your
password” on the login screen.

» Happy fishing!



