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ALLIANCE FOR THE GREAT LAKES RELEASES STUDY ABOUT 
CHICAGO WATERWAY SYSTEM 

 

Study outlines steps to help stop the spread of invasive speciesðlike Asian 
carpðthrough Chicago-area canals 

 
 

LANSING AND ANN ARBOR, MIðThe Great Lakes Fishery Commission and the Great Lakes 

Fishery Trust today announced the release of a three-year study  by the Alliance for the Great Lakes that 

takes a first look at stopping the transfer of invasive species between the Great Lakes and Mississippi 

River systems.  While an electrical dispersal barrier currently provides some control on the Chicago 

Sanitary and Ship canal, long term solutions are needed to further reduce the risk of invasions.  The 

report, co-funded by the Fishery Trust and the Fishery Commission, is the first systematic look at 

commercial and recreational traffic on the waterway and at potential, long term solutions to prevent 

biological transfers.  The study was funded pursuant to a recommendation from an Invasive Species 

Summit meeting convened in 2003 by Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley that called for a project to 

examine long-term solutions to reduce the risk of invasive species in the waterway.  The complete report 

produced by the Alliance for the Great Lakes is available on the Allianceôs website at 

www.greatlakes.org/invasivespecies/gateways. 
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