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INTRODUCTION:  THE INVASIVE SPECIES THREAT 
 
Madam Chair, thank you for inviting me to appear before this subcommittee to discuss H.R. 6311, the 

Non-Native Wildlife Invasion Prevention Act.  With the introduction of the Non-native Wildlife Invasion 

Prevention Act, we have a real opportunity to take a major step toward preventing the introduction and 

spread of harmful organisms.   

 

My name is Marc Gaden.  I am the Legislative Liaison for the Great Lakes Fishery Commission.  I am 

also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Michigan State University, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. 

 

The Great Lakes are an extremely valuable and unique resource for both the United States and Canada.  

The Great Lakesô commercial, sport, and tribal fisheries alone are valued at more than $7 billion annually.  

The lakes provide drinking water for millions of people and are a rich tourist draw.  A healthy, vibrant 

Great Lakes ecosystem is immeasurable in economic terms alone.   

 

Despite the importance of the Great Lakes to the region, the lakes face tremendous threats ranging from 

pollution to habitat destruction to loss of species diversity.  One particularly troubling problem is the 

influx of invasive species.  The Great Lakes are constantly bombarded by new species from all over the 

world.  Ballast water is a major vector and is the subject of legislation (the Coast Guard Reauthorization 
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